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EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRD, MX 

SUBJECT: MEXICAN PRESS BLASTS GSP 
REF MEXICO 10389 

1. SUMMARY: MEXICAN PRESS HIGHLY CRITICAL OF GSP. WITH 
HEADLINES CHARGING INTER ALIA THAT MEXICO WILL NOT BENEFIT 
FROM GSP PRODUCT LIST, THAT US APPLYING ECONOMIC SANCTIONS 
ON ECUADOR AND VENEZUELA, AND THAT TRA AN OBSTACLE TO 
INDEPENDENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF LDCS. ATTACKS SEEM 
TO BE BASED IN LARGE PART ON STATEMENTS BY GOM OFFICIALS 
PARTICULARLY MEXICAN AMBASSADOR TO US DE OLLOQUI. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. INFLUENTIAL DAILY EXCELSIOR LED OFF ATTACK IN NOV. 24 
EDITORIAL DESCRIBING GSP AS "NO FAVOR AT ALL" FOR MEXICO, 
AND NOV. 25 STORY HEADLINED "ROGERS EXAGERATED GSP 
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GSP NOTHING MORE THAN "SYMBOLIC GESTURE." MEXICAN 
EXPERTS, DE OLLOQUI IS QUOTED AS SAYING, HAVE SHOWN 
THAT US FIGURES MUCH EXAGGERATED, AND THE MEXICAN 
EXPERS ARE MUCH CLOSER TO THE TRUTH. 

3. EL SOL ON NOV. 25 HEADLINED "REAL PREFERENCES?" 

SUGGESTED THAT 2,724 ITEMS ON PRODUCTS LIST REPRESENT 
IMPORTS REQUIRED BY US MARKET, AND DESCRIBED TRA AS 
"SWORD OF DAMOCLES" OVER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, WITH 
CONSTANT THREAT THAT EXPORTS TO US COULD BE HALTED. TRA 
IS, IN FACT, EDITORIAL DECLARED, JUST ONE MORE OBSTACLE 

TO THE INDEPENDENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONS WHICH 
PRODUCE THE WORLD S RAW MATERIALS. EDITORIAL ALSO 
CRITICIZED "SANCTIONS" AGAINST VENEZUELA AND ECUADOR. 

4. EL NACIONAL ONNOV. 25 QUOTES SECRETARY OF INDUSTRY 
AND COMMERCE CAMILLO SAINZ AS CRITICAL OF GROWING PRO- 
TECTIONISM IN US WHICH IS IN CONTRADICTION TO STATED 
PURPOSE OF TRA, AND AS NOTING THAT SUCH PROTECTIONISM 
COULD HAVE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON US-MEXICAN ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS. 

5. NOVEDADES QUOTES UNDER SECRETARY OF INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE ELISEO MENDOZA BERREUTO DURING NOV. 24 AIRPORT 
DEPARTURE STATEMENT (MEXICO 10386) AS STATING THAT GSP 

IS "DAMAGING'TO MEXICO, AND AS A CONSEQUENCE IS INCON- 
GRUENT WITH CORDIALITY WHICH SHOULD MARK US-MEXICAN 
RELATIONS. (NOV. 25 EXCELSIOR ARTICLE COVERING SAME 
STORY QUOTES MENDOZA AS SAYING THAT "TRA CONTRADICTS 
THE SPRIT OF TLETELOLCO, AND IF THIS ATTITUDE IS 
NOT UNFREINDLY, IT AT LEAST SHOWS LITTLE UNDERSTANDING 
OF MEXICO".) EL UNIVERSAL HEADLINED "US ELIMINATES TARRIFFS OVER 
2,724 PRODUCTS: NO BENEFITS FOR MEXICO". QUOTING DE OLLOQUI. 

6. FURTHER DETAILS ADVERSE PRESS COVERAGE GSP BEING 
REPORTED SEPARATELY BY USIS MEDAREACT. 

7 COMMENT: AS NOTED REFTEL, MEXICAN PRESS TAKES ITS 
"FACTS" IN LARGE PART FROM GOM OFFICIALS. THUS PRESS 
ATTACKS CAN BE SEEN AS RESULT APPARENT GOM POLICY TO 
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